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In a report released Oct. 7 in Madrid, Survival an organization dedicated to indigenous rights
named nine multinational companies and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) as
responsible for threatening the survival of indigenous communities in the Americas. According
to the report, activities of the companies and NATO prove that "European invasion of indigenous
lands still continues in the Americas." The list is headed by Britain's Rio Tinto Zinc, accused of
destroying indigenous lands in the US, Canada and Panama. The report stated that over 100,000
people Chippewa in the US, Anishanabes in Canada and Guaymis in Panama will be deprived of
agricultural and fishing resources result of company activities. Two other British companies, Hanson
and Newmont Gold, are accused of polluting Navajo lands in Arizona state (US) with coal dust,
and of invading Shoshone territory in the US state of Nevada. In Nevada, the very existence of the
Havasupai, North America's smallest and most isolated tribe, is threatened by radioactive pollution
caused by a uranium mine owned by the Nuclear Energy Fuels Company. The mine is located in
Red Butte, a site the Havasupai consider sacred. Radiation also affects the Dene and Cree peoples,
who live close to Lake Key in Saskatchewan, Canada, where the German company Uranerz mines
the world's biggest uranium deposit. In Latin America, Ecuador's Waoranis, Quichuas, Sionas,
Secoyas and Cofans and the Machiguenga, Kugapakori, Nahua and Saminahu in Peru suffer the
effects of the operations of US- based oil companies Exxon and Maxus, and the Dutch multinational
Shell. In Colombia, Exxon is accused of contaminating the territory of the Wayuu tribe with coal
dust. The Wayuus live in the El Cerrejon area, site of South America's biggest open pit coal mine.
NATO activities in Canada's Quebec-Labrador peninsula are described by Survival as depriving
the Innu tribe of subsistence sources. The British, Dutch and German air forces use the area as a test
site, flying as low as 15 meters above the ground. The low flights frighten the caribou on which the
Innu depend for subsistence, forcing these and other animals as well as birds to flee. Inuu chiefs
have also complained to the authorities that the effect of the noise has caused pregnant women to
abort. The impact of such aeronautic activity authorized by the Canadian government adds to the
suffering of a people already affected by high rates of alcoholism and suicide. Charo Santa Maria of
Survival's Spanish chapter said, "The alcholism stems from the loss of contact with the land which
sustains the tribe's entire spiritual life and culture." In 10th place on Survival's list is the Japanese
company Daishowa, which conducts logging operations in the forests of the Lubicon Cree tribe in
northern Alberta province, Canada. Survival also accuses 14 other European, US and New Zealand
companies of violating the rights of the descendants of the original inhabitants of the Americas.
Santa Maria said Surival is conducting a campaign aimed at helping indigenous people to own and
control their territories by 2000. (Source: Inter Press Service, 10/08/92)
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